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The South Harrison Newspaper Club 
is an after-school activity off ered to 
our sixth graders that allows them 

the opportunity to further develop their 
writing skills through conducting inter-
views, reporting on school news, taking 
photographs, researching topics, and 
writing articles to be shared with our school 
community through our Roadrunner publi-
cation. Our advisors, Mrs. Gail Bram and Mrs. 
Kathryn Tranz, assist the students in further 
developing their writing, editing, and inter-
viewing skills all while having fun!

Check out pages 4 and 5 for articles from 
the Newspaper Club!

Members of the Newspaper Club:

Sarai Burnett

Kaitlyn Ridgell

Gianna Campo

Ava Knight

Cleo Wood

Maya Brown

Elena Dunn

Isabella Serna

McKenna Williams

Amanda Hughes

Kaelyn Charnitsky

Johanna Henjes

Annalee Hennessy

Brenna Strehle

Grace Reilly

Emma Fretz

Jacob Michels

NEWSPAPER CLUB MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT

Finally the nice weather is upon us 
and we are all scrambling to get out-
side to enjoy the warmer tempera-

tures. If the weather isn’t a reminder that 
we are getting near the end of our school 
year our annual L.E.A.D. (formerly known 
as D.A.R.E.) graduation should serve as a 
good reminder. 

This month we recognize our sixth 
graders for having completed the L.E.A.D. 
program, culminating in a graduation 
ceremony on April 15th. L.E.A.D. is an 
acronym that stands 
for Law Enforcement 
Against Drugs and 
our students were 
beneficiaries of the 
South Harrison Town-
ship Police Depart-
ment’s commitment 
to educating our students. L.E.A.D.’s aim 
is to provide our children with the skill-
set to make decisions that help them to 
maintain a drug-free life.

I do want to take a moment to thank 
Chief Priore and Officers Cabanas and 
Kasten for teaching our children about 
the dangers of drugs and alcohol and 
how to resist peer pressure. We hope their 
lessons will remain with our children for 
the rest of their lives.

This month’s newsletter is jam packed 
with plenty of great news and celebrates 
a number of events and accomplishments 
of our students and school community. I 
hope you enjoy.

Happy Spring!

Dr. James J. Lavender

Superintendent of Schools 

South Harrison Township Elementary School
PARCC Assessment Testing Dates

English/Language Arts (ELA)
(Grades 3, 4, 5, and 6)

May 2 – May 10, 2016Mathematics 
(Grades 3, 4, 5, and 6)
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FEBRUARY 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Griffi  n Shainline

Joseline Hernandez

Second Grade
Anthony Bruno
Art Richardson
Jake Bomenblit

 
Third Grade

Cayden Brzozowski
Ava DeSilvio
Lucy Michels

Fourth Grade 
Hailey Knight

Isabella Valentino
Angelina Corridori

Fifth Grade
Lily Kinner

Ava Valderrama
Madison Burt

Sixth Grade
Jager Massing

Matthew Marino
Annalee Hennessy

Art 
Christopher Hasher

Music
Michael Maiale

Computers
Emily Magin

Media Center
Colin Murphy

Physical Education
Amanda Hughes

FEBRUARY 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Matthew Strickland

Second Grade
Annie Reinerth

 
Third Grade

Sarah Ostrowski

Fourth Grade 
Chelsea Bomenblit

Fifth Grade
Charly Merida

Sixth Grade
Lauren Keefer
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MARCH 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Dominick Sicilia
Ella Coladonato

Second Grade
Leah Greenwood

Colton Naylor
Emma Mazzeo

 
Third Grade

Joshua Trinidad
Julia Maden

Kaitlyn Urie-West

Fourth Grade 
Gianna Surace
John Leonetti

Robert Johnson

Fifth Grade
John Licciardelli

Dallas Brown
Dylan Tapp

Sixth Grade
Jessica Vincent
Charlie DiCarlo
Sean McShea

Art 
Alex Weatherby

Music
Rylie Gemberling

Computers
Julianna Jones

Media Center
Emma Fretz

Physical Education
Tristan McLeer

MARCH 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Autumn Kaplan

Second Grade
Lana Tropea

 
Third Grade

Danielle Hennessy

Fourth Grade 
Michael Webster

Fifth Grade
Vanessa Kline

Sixth Grade
McKenna Williams
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AMERICANS ALL SPRING CONCERT
By Jacob Michels, Johanna Henjes, Gianna Campo, Kaitlyn Ridgell

The K-3 concert was a great way to kick off  spring! There was a 
huge turnout of family and friends at the evening show on March 
9th. Some of the songs they came to hear were Americans*All, The 
Winding Trail, Canoe Song, Come Dance A Jig, Irish Ai, and Funwa 
Alafi a. These are all amazing songs that Mrs. Davis taught to the pri-
mary grade students. Some of the younger kids were playing diff er-
ent instruments, and a few held up signs that spelled out America. 

Mrs. Davis, the music teacher, taught all the songs to the kinder-
gartners, fi rst, second, and third graders in the K-3 spring concert. 
The children have been heard singing the music that Mrs. Davis 
taught them on the bus, at home, and in the hallways. Emma, 
a kindergartener, and Annika, a fi rst grader, both said that they 
enjoyed singing in the concert. In fact they liked it so much, Emma 
practiced once a day to get ready and Annika had been practicing 
since January. That sure is a lot of practicing! Mrs. Davis enjoys the 

learning process and how much the 
students improved each week. Each year 
she selects a theme for the concert. The 
Americans*All introduces the students to 
music from all over the world. One of the 
reasons that she picked this music was 
because of the variety of musical styles. 
She said that the kids fell in love with the 
song the “Family Tree” and loved the sign 
language that it included.

Thank you to all the the 6th graders who 
helped the children transition from the 
classrooms to the concert, handed out 
programs, and all who played instruments. Also thanks to all the 
students who performed in the Americans*All concert. You all did a 
great job!

By Brenna Strehle, McKenna Williams, and Emma Fretz

After school, many students fi nd themselves sitting on the couch 
with a bag of chips and their iPod. Fuel Up To 
Play 60 is a way to get fi fth and sixth graders 
moving and healthy.

Fuel Up To Play 60 is an afterschool program 
run by Erin McShea, Emily Turner, and Alexis 
Freeman. Fuel Up was their Silver Award project 
for Girl Scouts. This award requires a lot of work, 
such as fundraising, planning, and putting their 
plan in action. They have to work for fi fty hours 
in order to earn the award. The Silver Award is 
earned by creating a solution to a problem in your area. Their prob-
lem was that students are not making healthy choices. The solution 
was to bring Fuel Up To Play 60 to South Harrison.

Once or twice a month, a group of fi fth and sixth graders meet to 
learn new ways to keep themselves healthy. Some meetings they 
may try new foods, such as kale and avocados. Other meetings the 

group may participate in contests, races, and 
learn new exercises. The group has completed 
many of the challenges on the Fuel Up website. 
This includes making an exercise video and 
making a smoothie. For the school to gain credit 
for the challenges completed, the group had to 
come up with a name to submit into the system. 
They chose the Banana Buddies!

At the end of the Fuel Up season, there will 
be a fun night for the Banana Buddies and their families. Johanna 
Henjes, a participant in Fuel Up, says that she would enjoy seeing 
Mrs. LaMalfa and Ms. Grabas, the supervisors of the program, get-
ting in on the fun, too!

FUEL UP TO PLAY 60

By McKenna Williams, Brenna Strehle, and Emma Fretz

STRIKE! No, it’s not baseball, it’s bowling! On Saturday, March 12, 
2016 South Harrison held a fundraiser at University Lanes in Glass-
boro. Approximately 150 people attended Mother Son Bowling 
to help raise money for the sixth grade Stokes trip. The boys and 
their moms had a blast at this event, making the most of their time 
together. The boys love this event because they have the opportu-
nity to have fun with their friends and moms. For some mother son 
pairs, this event is a fun way to bond together. 

Along with enjoying the time they spent with their moms, the boys 
also enjoyed the high scores at the end! Whoever scored the high-
est amount of points would receive a Wawa gift card along with a 

giant Kit Kat candy bar. This event has really been popular through-
out the years and has been a success in raising funds for the Stokes 
trip. We were able to interview two 
third grade boys, and they stated 
that they were really fond of being 
there with their moms, they enjoyed 
the food, and worked hard to obtain 
high scores at the end.

There was a lot of work put into this 
event. The coordinator, Judy Hein-
man, and all of the other volunteers did a great job putting this 
event together!

RIGHT UP YOUR ALLEY
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READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK
By Isabella Serna,Grace Reilly, Ava Knight, and Amanda Hughes

On Monday, February 29th, the fi rst day of Read Across America 
Week, students were motivated to wear crazy socks in honor of 
the Dr. Seuss book Fox in Socks. Students came in with fun, vibrant 
colored socks and enjoyed playing a part in that day’s activity. Some 
students wore mismatched socks, some wore matching socks, but 
no matter what, students did a 
great job in being participants. 

On Tuesday, students were 
inspired by Dr. Seuss’ famous 
character, The Cat in the Hat, to 
wear red, white, and black along 
with their favorite hat. 

Students were encouraged to 
wear pajamas on Wednesday. 
They came into school wearing 
pajamas of all kinds. The whole 
school also joined together in 
the hallway and read for 15 minutes. What a fun, relaxing day!

On Thursday, Mrs. Mesmer read a Dr. Seuss favorite, The Butter 
Battle, to the 6th grade. Dr. Suess wrote this book in the course of 
World War II. Mrs. Mesmer incorporated an activity about resolving 
confl icts since the book references this topic. All of the sixth graders 
enjoyed the book and were especially thankful that Mrs. Mesmer 
was able to spend time with them and share The Butter Battle book. 

Also on Thursday, Mrs. Fretz, the South Harrison PreK teacher, 

dressed up as The Cat in the Hat. Students love to see this interpre-
tation of the iconic Dr. Seuss character each year. She performed for 
the PreK, Kindergarten, and 1st grade. She recited a welcome and 
farewell rhyme as well as quotes from famous Dr. Seuss characters. 
The students also played a game called “Name that Character” 
where they tried to guess which character said the quote and 
from which book it came. Also, 
each year, Mrs. Fretz brings in a 
mystery box for the students to 
guess what’s inside. Eventually 
Thing 1 and Thing 2 were re-
vealed. The kids also choral read 
some of Dr. Seuss’ books with 
The Cat in the Hat, and learned 
all about the author Dr. Seuss 
himself.    

On Friday, students wore or-
ange/green and mustaches in 
recognition of the well known 
Dr. Seuss character, The Lorax. Kids wore orange to look like The 
Lorax and also versions of his legendary mustache. 

Also on Friday, Mrs. Mesmer read to the kindergarten. She read a Dr. 
Seuss book entitled, Ten Apples On Top. The kindergartens thor-
oughly enjoyed the story and the activities Mrs. Mesmer incorpo-
rated into the lesson. The activities included counting, patterns, and 
also some rhyming. Mrs. Miles expressed what a wonderful way to 
end this special week by having Mrs. Mesmer as their special guest.

WILDLIFE ASSEMBLY
By Kaelyn Charnitsky, Sarai Burnett, and Cleopatra Wood

A kangaroo, a laughing kookaburra, a tarantula, a parrot, and a 
bearded dragon...not animals you would expect to see at school! 
These are all of the animals that were introduced to the students of 
South Harrison during the Wildlife Encounters Assembly on Mon-
day, March 7th. This assembly was sponsored by the South Harri-
son Home and School. The assembly was all about The Australian  
Outback and animals that live in it. The assembly included animals 
like a kangaroo named Nipo, a laughing kookaburra named Jimbo, 
a tarantula named Charlotte, and a parrot named Elsa. 

First, the woman from the zoo brought out a parrot named Elsa. 
Elsa was abused in her fi rst home, and she was so upset when she 
was abused that she plucked all of the bright blue feathers off  of 
her stomach and now they will never grow back. Elsa is currently 
left with a bare pink stomach, but everywhere else she is covered 
in bright, vibrant red with a colorful set of feathers on her shoulders.

Next came a tarantula named Charlotte. Charlotte had suction cups 
for fi ngers, and this was demonstrated on our own Mrs. Donofrio 
(4th grade) when the tarantula climbed up her shirt. Charlotte uses 
the hairs she has on her body to feel, like fi ngers.

Then, the presenter brought out a laughing kookaburra named 

Jimbo. Jimbo is called a “laughing” kookaburra 
because of his special way of telling enemies to 
get away. He makes a loud cry that sounds a lot 
like the laugh of a human and continues to do 
it until the predators are scared away. 

Following the kookaburra came a bearded 
dragon named Mr.Cuddles. Mr.Cuddles has 
interesting features such as scales under his 
neck and has the ability to turn black if he is 
angered. His scaly body is ivory and green. 

Lastly came Nipo the kangaroo. Nipo is an 
adorable 5 month old baby kangaroo that was kicked out of his 
momma’s pouch by his siblings. The poor thing was too young to be 
out of the pouch and when they found him he was about the size 
of a jelly bean.They took him in and with their care Nipo became a 
“big” healthy joey. Did you know that a kangaroo can stand on its 
tail? Two interesting facts about kangaroos are that they are marsu-
pials and that a group of kangaroos is a called a “mob”.

In conclusion, the students of South Harrison Elementary School 
loved this very special assembly and are grateful to Home and 
School for providing such an exciting and educational presentation.
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PARENT ACADEMIES GO VIRTUAL
The Parent Academy series at South Harrison Township Elemen-

tary School promotes parental involvement and is designed to 
provide information and resources to help parents confi dently 

engage in their child’s education. Virtual workshops now off ered 
on the district website will help parents and guardians understand 
educational initiatives and provide them with tools to develop stu-
dents’ academic growth. The overall goal of the Parent Academies 
is to provide relevant information to parents about topics related 
to education that can help improve student performance using the 
collaborative support of school and family.

Virtual Workshops currently available:

•    Understanding the Model Curriculum Assessments presented 

by Robert Rosenheim and Katie Fransko: During the 2015-2016 
school year, South Harrison continues to use the Model Curriculum 
Assessments as a measure to benchmark student progress against 
grade-level goals. Join us for a presentation about how stan-
dards-aligned assessments enhance a teacher’s understanding of 

student academic performance.   

•    The Inclusive Classroom presented by Katie Fransko: The Inclu-
sive classroom setting provides diversifi ed educational experiences 
and communicates school-wide respect for all learners. Learn more 
about the inclusive classroom setting and the 4 models of eff ective 
co-teaching that South Harrison has adopted for the 2015-2016 
school year.  

•    Standards Based Reporting presented by Rachael Anderson: 
In September 2013, South Harrison introduced Standards Based 
Report Cards from Kindergarten through grade two. Standards 
based report cards will be used from Kindergarten through grade 
three during the 2015-2016 school year. In this information session, 
we discuss the uses of these report cards and their benefi ts as a 
reporting tool to report student growth.

To access the Virtual Parent Academy: 

Visit http://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/Page/1071

Thank you to all of our sponsors! 
 

Platinum Level Sponsor 
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Thank you for 6 
years of 
sponsorship 
Shaun Knight! 

Silver Level Sponsors 

 

  

Thank you to all of our sponsors! 
Silver Level Sponsors 

 

 
South Harrison Education Association 

 

  

 

 Jock's Truck Repair LLC. 
856-524-0938 

Joseph Giacobbe Agency 
856-214-3274 
Jgiacobbe@farmersagent.com 

 
Free To Be Me 
Childcare and Learning Center 
63 Woodstown Rd. 
856-478-4204 

 Wilbert Cooper Vault Co Inc.  
856-547-8405 

 

 

5K SPONSORS



CURRICULUM

South Harrison Township Elementary School | 904 Mullica Hill Road | Harrisonville, NJ 08039 | (856) 769-0855 |  www.southharrison.k12.nj.us 7

SOUTH HARRISON PARCC RESULTS ANNOUNCED
At the January Board of Education meeting, Patricia Calandro, 

Chief Academic Offi  cer, and Robert Rosenheim, Data and 
Assessment Supervisor, shared the district-level results of 

PARCC testing from the 2014-2015 school year. Results from these 
assessments provide students, parents, faculty, and administrators 
the ability to understand student performance in relation to specif-
ic grade-level standards. In its fi rst year, PARCC results have helped 
to establish a baseline for which subsequent years’ performance 

will be measured and will guide discussions relevant to students’ 
academic needs. While PARCC information is a meaningful assess-
ment of student learning, the South Harrison Township Elementary 
School District remains committed to using multiple metrics in 
assessing student progress.

For resources and additional information about PARCC, please visit: 
http://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/Page/991 
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Board of Education
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Toni Buckley
Laura Bruno

James McShea
Joseph Talbot
Janet Brown

Janice Huggins
Ron Reilly

Administration
Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent
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Mrs. Patricia Calandro, Chief Academic Offi  cer

Mrs. Corinne Mesmer, Principal
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